
Greeting Cougar Family: 
 
As The Principal of Surry County High School, I have been extremely pleased with the 
first quarter of the 2019-2020 school year.  It is hard to believe the mornings are crisp 
and cool and that it is almost Thanksgiving.  I was excited to see our returning students 
and parents, as well as meet all of our new Cougar Family members throughout the 
summer and at Open House.  Our new staff members include Ms. Gina Clayton – Eng-
lish teacher, Miss Page Bramble – Math teacher, and Mr. Ian Finkelstein – History 
teacher. Even though we are a small high school, we take pride in the fact that there 
are various programs and opportunities available for our students, including an array 
of courses and athletic/extra-curricular/co-curricular activities. 
 

Again, this year we are elated to inform you that Surry County High School earned the status of “Fully Ac-
credited” by the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) and earned a graduation rate of 93%.  We are fo-
cused on maintaining our successful academic status and we are truly implementing the division’s motto of 
“Building Success, One Student at a Time.”   
 

As we prepare students for their academic future, we continue to have high expectations for ourselves and for 
them; therefore, we will continue with the implementation of our RIGOR, LITERACY, and RESPECT plan.   
It is our goal to promote higher academic standards to prepare our students to be innovative problem solvers 
and equipped to meet the challenges of the 21st century.  Moreover, we expect our students to have an enjoya-
ble high school experience and remain respectful to everyone they encounter at all times.  We all learn better 
in a safe and respectful environment. 
 

Homecoming 2019 was a spectacular event, and the school and the community are still feeling exuberant.  
Congratulations again to Isaiah Blount and Bre’cha Byrd, our Homecoming King and Queen, and the entire 
Homecoming Court.  Homecoming was a huge success; the parade was one of the longest that the community 
has seen. Students and staff really were involved in Spirit Week and especially the high school Pep-Rally, 
where it seemed that the elementary and middle school students had the most fun. Virginia Union University 
and SCHS Marching Bands entertained the crowd as they marched in the parade. VUU provided a pre-game 
show at the William H. Miller stadium that evening.  The young men of the Cougar Football team fought val-
iantly on the football field. It was a great time to be at the Home/Kingdom of the Mighty Cougars!        
 

I am excited that we have the first quarter of this school year behind us.  It is my belief that the faculty, staff, 
and students of Surry County High School will continue to put forth their best efforts in academics, athletics, 
and extra-curricular activities as we strive to become “Better Every Day.” 
 
Giron R. Wooden, Jr.         
Principal 
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News  
Correspondent: 
Breyon Pierce 

 

On September 26, 2019, 
The Surry County Agri-
culture Students and 
FFA Club competed in 
two competitions at The 
Virginia State Fair.  The 
first competition was the 
“Student Garden” Com-
petition.  Here, one 
could view the gardens 
that high school stu-
dents from across the 
state have installed.  The 

theme for this year’s 
“Student Garden” Com-
petition was “Celebrate 
Virginia.”  The students 
used their horticulture 
skills to design and install 
gardens, which are al-
ways a highlight of the Ed 
Expo.  The students were 
competing for premiums, 
scholarships, and brag-
ging rights. 
 
The second competition  
was the “Giant Hay Bale 
Competition.”  This com-
petition challenged the 
students to use their crea-
tive and artistic skills in 
making a giant hay bale 
look like an animal or 
farm equipment. The 
bales were provided by 
the State Fair of Virginia.  
The students were able to 
use two bales and use 

their time in class, a 
week prior, to create a 
design. Through hard 
work and efforts, we 
placed sixth out of 12 
across the state of Vir-
ginia! 
 
I am extremely proud of 
the AG students.  
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Dates to Remember 

November 11, 2019—Veteran’s Day     
Observed—Schools/Offices Closed 
 
November 14, 2019—Parent Teacher 
Conference 1/2 day—2:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
November 27-29, 2019—Thanksgiving 
Holiday—Schools/Offices Closed 
 
December 6, 2019—1/2 day for Stu-
dents—Professional Development 
 
December 9, 2019—Interims Sent Home 
 
December 23-31, 2019 —Winter Break—
Schools/Offices Closed 
 
January 1-3, 2020—Winter Break—
Schools/Offices Closed 
 
January 6, 2020—Schools Re-open 
 
January 20, 2020—MLK Holiday—
Schools/Offices Closed 
 
January 23-24, 2020 —Semester Ex-
ams—1/2 day for students 
 
January 27, 2020—Semester Break—
Teacher Workday 
 
January 28, 2020—Beginning of Third 
Nine Weeks/Second Semester 
 
January 31, 2020—Report Cards Sent 
Home 

Business Students Receive Microsoft 
Office Specialist Certification 

News Correspondent:  Teresa Johnson 
 

Congratulations to the following students who received PowerPoint 
2016 Microsoft Office Specialist Certification (MOS) this nine weeks:  
Taylor Garrett, Khamari Palmer, Jeremiah Miller, TreShaun 
Claiborne, and Jabree Tyner. 



News Correspondent:  Jacqueline Johnson 
 
Five students from Surry had the opportunity to attend The FCCLA College Day 
sponsored by the VA FCCLA. Family, Career and Community Leaders of America is 
a national leadership program that is  a  part of Family and Consumer Sciences cur-
riculum. Students attended workshops and were given a tour of the beautiful, his-
toric campus of Virginia State University on October 17th. The students had the op-
portunity to interact and perform teambuilding and leadership activities with stu-
dents from across the state and with a national officer. In addition, we were treated 
to lunch in the Gate Way Dining Facility on campus. 
 

 

News Correspondent: Jeremy Sanchez 
 

On October 7th, the Dual Enrollment College Composition students and 
the Creative Writing students became spelunkers for the day, while vis-
iting Luray Caverns. Spelunkers explore underground caverns, and 
these students took a trip to the western part of Virginia in order to ex-
perience something that was totally new to them; this then turned into 
a research project for the students involved. Students saw stalactites, 
stalagmites, sunny side up egg formations, and even an organ made out 
of small mallets that strike rock structures to make melodies. Very little 
life exists so far below the planet’s surface, but the group was even vis-
ited by a stray, inquisitive mouse; they were careful not to hurt the 
mouse, before it finally scurried off into the darkness. 
 

There are few experiences available to high school students within their home state that could be called 
“unique” to them; it’s especially hard to find something that the students haven’t visited already. This truly 
unique trip was one that won’t be soon forgotten, and it was a journey that acted as a great muse for further 
academic research and exploration, once students arrived back in Surry County. It’s hard to  beat a first-
hand encounter before digging through pages and pages of research materials in the pursuit of knowledge, 
understanding, and self-expression. 

FCCLA Students Tour Virginia State University 

English Students Visit Luray Caverns 

Culinary Students Visit Food Show 

News Correspondent:  Jacqueline Johnson 
 

On October 17, Culinary Arts III students Kiante Carter and Tyrell Newby had 
the opportunity to travel to the Richmond Restaurant Food Show held at the 
Farm Bureau Building in Doswell, Va. While there, they observed different 
styles of plating and displaying foods. We also sampled a variety of foods had a 
the chance to talk with some of the chefs and restaurant owners who were on 
hand. Kiante plans to major in Culinary Arts in college, and Tyrell said he “just 
enjoyed experiencing different types of food.” 
  

News Correspondent:  Breyon Pierce 
 

On October 25, 2019, Surry County had its annual Homecom-
ing.  Homecoming is a time where we welcome back former 
students, teachers, and other people of the community to par-
take in the homecoming festivities, which include the parade.  
This year, the Agriculture (AG) students were able to show off 
their talents and abilities by building and designing a float.  
We reached out to local businesses and sponsors in the com-

munity to help with the supplies needed to complete the float.  These businesses and sponsors were:  Cowl-
ing Bros., Pierce Farms LLC, and Giron Wooden & Sons.  The students’ hard work and efforts awarded them 
second place in the float competition!  Great job, AG Students!! 

at Virginia State 
University ma-
joring in Mar-
keting; Briana 
Drew, a junior 
at Old Domin-
ion University 
majoring in Cy-
bercrime; Jalen 
Wright, a soph-
omore at Old 

Dominion University majoring in 
Criminal Justice/Sociology; and 
Kevin Johnson, a senior at Chris-
topher Newport University, major-
ing in Information Science, and 
minoring in Business Administra-
tion and Business Communica-
tions.  The students enjoyed the 
guest speakers and the campus 

tour.  They were given plenty of 
information that will assist them 
in becoming a successful college 

student. 

News Correspondent:   
Teresa Johnson 

 
During the week of October 14 
through October 18, 2019, Mrs. T. 
Johnson’s Dual Enrollment Col-
lege Success Skills and Coopera-
tive Education classes were ex-
posed to college life through guest 
speakers and a campus tour of 
Christopher Newport University.  
Former students of Surry County 
High School were invited to the 
class to speak to the students re-
garding their experiences on a col-
lege campus and their experiences 
in the classroom with professors.  
The following students were guest 
speakers: AnJanette Byrd, a junior 
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News From the Counseling Department 

 News Correspondent:  Mary Johnson 
 
This year, the Counseling Department is using Remind to send out text alerts about important events and 
deadlines. Remind is a free, safe, and simple messaging tool that helps teachers and school counselors share 
with students and parents. School personnel will never see your number nor will you see theirs. To sign up 
for Remind, please visit the school website, or see Mrs. Johnson in the Counseling Department. 
 

In addition, “Fill It Out Friday” has begun! Seniors who need help with starting or completing college and/or 
scholarship applications are urged to sign up to attend a Fill It Out Friday session with Mrs. Johnson. Dur-
ing “Fill It Out Friday”, you will meet with Mrs. Johnson in a small group setting to receive help with college 
applications, scholarship applications, and other important forms that may need to be completed.  
 

College Fair 2019: College Fair  2019 w as held on Tuesday, October 1 st. During the fair, all students 
met with over 42 college admissions counselors and military recruiters to discuss postsecondary options.  
 


